
45 years of feral pig control

Troy Crittle Invasive Species Officer

Are us old blokes resistant to 

change? 

What lessons remain relevant for 

effective pig control programs 

today?

Tell us a boring story….. 



A brief history of government pig control in 

NSW 



Research > control methods

1974 circular > research began 1971 > progressed rapidly

Jack Giles Phd. Cuttaburra Basin (submitted 1980) > Saunders et. al.

1974 circular >  “get the timing right”

1974 circular > “you must free feed”



1974 control cont.

1974 circular > “you must follow up”

1974 circular > “you must work together”



A brief history of aerial 

shooting in NSW

 Aerial shooting first carried out (at 

least officially) was in the Gwydir 

Wetlands west of Moree in 1979

 Followed by technique development 

and then extensive shooting in 

Macquarie Marshes 1980’s, 

Riverina area 1984, Cuttaburra

basin1987. (1989 520hrs 27 000 

pigs)

 First rules around government 

shooting produced in 1991 – leading 

to eventual formation of NSW Feral 

Animal Aerial Shooting Team 

(FAAST) committee



Feral pig distribution

Fairly stable distribution 82% NSW in 

2023 (76% NSW in 2020)

Total area “high” increased by 164% since 

2020



What have been the greatest 

changes?

• Prioritisation of animal welfare and risk 

minimisation

• Standardised training for industry 

practitioners

• Broadening of the funding base away 

from a ratepayer-based system

• Staff turnover

• Interconnectivity

• Search for the silver bullet



What hasn’t changed?

Pigs

• Habitat suitability

• Feral pig population 

regulated by environmental 

factors (2-3 wet years)

Control techniques

• Integration (control hierarchy)

• The importance of free feeding

• Timing

• Working in groups

• Monitoring and follow-up

The need to communicate and 

create relationships with 

landholders, neighbours, your 

peers….



Five enduring principles rules for pig control

IMHO 

1.DO THE WORST FIRST 70% bait > aerial shoot > bait/trap

2. Get the timing right time control for resource stress

3. Communicate neighbors > peers > collaborate

4. Follow-up within one breeding cycle

5. Make monitoring your superpower allocate 15% to monitoring


